





‘ConsipERATIoNS on the State of the Britifh Trade, &c. 
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From Cuefvap, April 27. to Churloay, April zg. 1714. 





The Kwavery of our Oppofers farther Expofed. 
Their Clandeftine Exiring of Goods for the Streights, which attually go to France, difcover’d 
Ag AlH. 
Thefe Goods moft likely to go to France, 
Goods Extred to Marteilles, avd no Ships bound to Marfeilles. 
The Trade to France proved to be greater than any Accounts given of it can defcrtbe. 
The Weaknefs of their Pretences for tt taken notice of. ; 


Their fcandalous {hifting and (buffling expofed. 
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HE Knavery and Unfuairnefs of our Oppo- 
fers come now a little to be Expofed in the 
Difvourfe of the Trade from London to the 
: Port of Marfeilles ; to make which more plain, 
it is needful to look back alittle intro what has been faid 
about concealing the Exportation of our Goods to 


France. 


We find in the: daily Entries of Goods Exported to 
France, very great Quantities of Englith Woollen-Ma- 
nufaStures, and Goods of Englifh Produce as well as 
Plantation-Goods, which is the fame thing, which are 
daily fhipt off to fome Ports in the Mediterranean, but 
the Place conceal’d by a Method which the Merchants 
have tallén upon for amvfing the People with, viz. by 
Entring them under a general Pcad, viz. The Sireights. 


We know very well that thefe Goods muft be Shipt, 
either for Spain, Italy or France, for Goods Shipt for 
Turkey or Barbary are always Enter'd eexprefly for thofe 
Places. 


That the greateft part of thefe Goods are really fent 
to France. The MERCATOR gives thefe Reafons 
to. prove. 


ts That no Exportation but thofe to France can have 
any general Reafons for being conceal d, or are wosth 
while to conceal. 


2. That great Quantities of the Goods fhipt for Ve- 
nice, Leghorn, Genoa, Naples, Allicant, Malaga, and 


all the other trading Ports in the Streights, are Entred> 


in the Names of thofe Ports openly. 


3. That altho’ we are aflured of very great Quantities 
of Goods fhipt, and whole Ships loaden to the feveral 
Ports of France in the Streights, yet we have very few 

























of the Goods that are loaded in them, Enter’d at the 
Cuftom-houfe any otherwife than as to the Streights, of 
which fome Examples have been given already, and 
many more have happen’d fince, which it is too tedious 
and ncedlefs to mention, only thus far in general. Thae 
for the laft Eight Months, we have feen only feven En- 
tries of Goods to Marfeilles, which Entries have been 
fmal] Parcels of Goods, too finall for any Ship to go 
on purpofe thither to-deliver, and others o Lead, which 
lying in the Hold of a Ship as Ballait, cannot. be deli-- 
ver'd without Unloading the Ship, or rumaging het 
whole Loading, and yet in all this while, not one Ship 
has been Enter'd at the Cuftom-houfe for Marfcilles, fo 
that we may with very good Ground fuggeft, That feven 
feveral Ships have gonetrom hence in that time wholly 
or moftly laden for Marfeilles. 


Alfo it is to te noted, that Marfeilles being in the 
Bottom of the Gulph of Lyans, is more out of the way 
for any Ship that goes Trading up the Streights, than 
any other Port in the Mediterranean, Genoa excepred, 
and that therefore the Ships bound up the Streights will 
not goto Marfeilles fo eafily, or with fuch final] Quan- 
tities of Goods as they will to the other Ports of Spain 
or Italy, to which they go nearer, as Allicant, Malaga, 
Leghorn, &c. if then our Entry only is made in 7 
Cuftom-houfe Books for Marfeilles and no Ship Enter'd, 
yet we know three Things by it. 


1. That fome Ships is bound to Marfeilles tho’ we are 
not fuffer’d to know of it. 


2, That more Goods are fhipt than thofe fo Enter’d. 
2. That it muft be a large Quantity of Goods, he- 


caufe the Ships cannot afford to go up the Gulph with 
{mall Cargoes. hi 













» All thefe things infer, that great Quantities of Goods 

have been fent to France in Ships whofe Names are 
tred at the Cuftom-houfe as bound to the Streights, 
d that the greateft part of the Goods which are En- 
ed at the Cuftom-houfe as for the Streights, are really 
ipp d for France. | 


fj P The MERCATOR appeals for the Juftice of 
—Qgep- this Remark to the Merchants themfelves, who indeed 
. know beft whether their Goods are configned, of which 
many have freely own’d' to the MERC ATOR, that 
their Cargoes are fent for France, tho’ Entred_as the 
Ships alfo are for the Streights. Now the MFR(CA- 
TOR thall foon prefent the World with a view of the 
Quantity of Goods which have been Shipped from 





x hence tor the Streights, the greateft Quantity of which, 


by this very sule, muft have been fent really to France ; 
and let the Merchants determine about it as they fee 
reafonable. 


In the mean time we are to aflure them, that the 
MERC ATOR finds by other Accounts, that above 
Thirty Sail of Britith or Englifh Ships have been at 
Marfeilles from England, fince the laf Account which 
was given in shis Paver of thefe things, many of 
which have been wholly loaden for that Port from 
England, and others with great part of their Cargoes. 


What Quantity of Englifh Goods they brought, the 
MERCATOR hall make fome Eflimate of in the 
next Paper. 


By this it will appear, that the Trade to France from 
sritain has been, and now is quite another thing than 
either common Opinion fuppofes it to be, or than the 

‘ Accounts taken out of the Cuffom-houfe Books can 
reprefent it ro be; ahd if we are deceived even in 
the beft Accounts we have of our Exportations to 
Fiance, not only from the Merchants Experience, but 
fiom the Authority of the’ Cuftom-houle itfelf, then 


we fhould be very cautious how we propagate thofe: 


falfe Accounts, and. reduce thém into Principles in the 
Minds of the People, to raife falfe Notions and wrong 
Conceptions in thofe People of the Trade, perfwading 
them that our Exportations to France are trifling, and 


Jefs than really they are, and that the French will not. 


take our Goods tho’ the high Duties were taken off 
from them; when the Matter of Faét is, they will not 
be without thei, altho’ the high Duties remain upon 
them. 


. 


Ie is fatal to Natious, as wellas to particular Per- 
fons, to embrace Error, and the rather becaufe thar 
when they do fo, they are Tenfold more tenacious of 
that Error rnan they are of the Truth, however plain 
and demonfirable that fruth appears to be, and alfo be- 
caufe that Error is much fooner’ riveted in the Mind; 
at Men, and fooner makes Imopreflions upon them than 
the true Account of things now do. - 


Jhis is the Misfortune which the MERCATOR 
has to Aruggle with in the prefent Debate: The po- 
pular Notion of the French being Gainers by our 
Commerce, and of our being Lofers by it, has obtained 
with fo much eafe upon the credulous part of the World, 
that they appear obftinate againft the itrongeft Demon- 
tration, and impenetrable by the plaineft Reafoning,. 


They will not have it be, that any of our Goods go 
to France, and yer fome of thofe very Men fend them 
thirher every Day; that the French have no occafion for ' 
our Goods, and yet they fend for them every poflible 
way that they can hive them, and pay fuch extravagant 
Duties as no Nation but they can give, and as no 
Goods but ours can allow to be patd; which extrava- 
gant Duties paid by our Goods in France, aie a clear 
Demonftration both of the goodnefs of our Manu- 
fa@ture, the meannefs of their own, and the Necefliry 
which the French are in of having our Manufactures 
coft what they will. 


We hada mighty Noife, by the Clamouring Oppofers 
of this Trade, when the MERCATOR mentioned 
this Affair of Marfeilles before, about Marfeilles being 
a free Port 3 and by that fhutic they would have come 
off from the Clog which the Trade we carry on thither 
was to their Arguinent. But as Marfeilles is in France, 
the MERCATOR chinks -nothing can take of 
the weight or force of it, that wiiac Goods we fend to 
Marfeilles are fent to Frafice. 


As to the fuppofition of their being fent away again 
from thence, and fold in France, tho’ itis really nothing 
to the purpofe if it were fo, yet neither can 1 be fo 
neither by their own Arguments; of which, there is 
not room to fpeak here. Bur, inthe meantime, haying 
}anded our Goods in France, ( viz.) at Marfeilles, we 
{hail fee in our next what the Enemy will do with chem, 
and what poor thift they make to get rid of them 
again. 
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